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Google and TP-Link are introducing a new router for the smart home
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As you might expect from Google, the OnHub TGR1900 is not your average router. Among other things, it is managed with an app on your Android 4 or higher device, or iPhone iOS7 or higher.

Google has the idea that people put their wireless router on the floor or in a closet to hide the blinking lights, antennas sticking out, and lots of wires. Unfortunately, hiding

the router interferes with the Wi-Fi signal. To encourage its placement on a desktop or other location friendly to wireless networking, the OnHub has a cylindrical shape with

internal antennas. The unit has a WAN connection, one gigabit LAN connection, a power connector, and there is one light in a ring at the top of the unit to indicate the operating status.

Hidden inside the unit are thirteen Wi-Fi antennas, one Bluetooth antenna, and one zigbee antenna for home automation. Twelve Wi-Fi antennas are for the multiple user multiple-input multipleoutput (MU MIMO) networking. The other antenna is for monitoring the Wi-Fi environment and detecting wireless network congestion.
Routers have never been exciting hardware. Many people took them out of the box and

plugged them in without changing the default configuration. The configuration instructions were not particularly helpful, either, unless you understood port forwarding,

creating a DMZ, etc. The OnHub plans to make the whole experience riendly for the typical user. In addition, the OnHub will automatically update the firmware which eliminates another issue because most users don’t bother with firmware updates for

their router.

A C|Net article about the OnHub is here. Specifications for the device are available here. The Google blog entry introducing the OnHub is found here. The $200 unit is available for preorder and may start shipping by the time you read this. According to Wired, Asus is producing a second device in partnership with Google.
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